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THE TRIAL

These works are an exploration of the violent history and
contemporary reality of the relationship between police
and Indigenous peoples in Australia. The work The Most
Violent Organisation in Australian History shows three
different scenes. At the top is a representation of
Queensland Native Police troopers with white officers.
The title of the work comes from the acclaimed historian
Henry Reynolds and his classification of the Queensland
Native Police force. The Queensland Native Police were
active from 1848 to c. 1905 and were estimated to have
killed over 44,000 Murris in those 50+ years. The fact that
many of the massacres of Aboriginal people were carried
out by Aboriginal troopers, who were themselves often
kidnapped as boys, and barracked hundreds of
kilometres from their kin and ancestral lands, pointed up
for me the ongoing violence and infernal strategies of
division which colonialism employs. The other two panels
in the painting portray two other locations where black
and brown people are not safe from police, in prison cells
and at protests.

The work For They Know Not is dedicated to the black
people that have died in custody. My dad and sister are
both lawyers and have been working with the family of
Kumanjayi Walker, the Warlpiri man who was shot and
killed in police custody by Zachary Rolfe in 2019. And at
the beginning of the making process for this work, Rolfe
was acquitted from all charges and has since returned to
work as a police officer in the Northern Territory. The trial
of The Queen v Rolfe was decided by an all-white jury.

The final work, Tharabo, which means ‘black fellow’ in
Butchulla, is a portrayal of my brother, Joseph, as a
police officer.



The Most Violent Organisation in Australian History, 2022
synthetic polymer paint on linen
200 x 120 cm



Tharabo, 2022
synthetic polymer paint on linen
200 x 120 cm



For They Know Not, 2022
synthetic polymer paint on linen
200 x 120 cm





Mia Boe is a painter from Brisbane, with Butchulla and
Burmese ancestry. The inheritance and 'disinheritance'
of both of these cultures focus her work. Mia's paintings
respond, sometimes obliquely, to Empire’s deliberate,
violent interferences with the cultural heritages of
Burma and K’gari (Fraser Island).
Mia's art practice records and recovers Indigenous
histories which Australia seeks to deny. This practice of
recovery is urgent in contemporary Australia: the
patient work of tracing historical trauma and violence
can open new perspectives on the reasons for
Aboriginal Australians' present suffering.
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